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namic relationship to the general family situation, to the
persons in that situation, and to the influences that enter
into the family life from the outside. Differences in age,
sex, and position of birth make for variations in the environ-
ment of the various children. Parents' attitudes toward each
child change with changes in the economic conditions of the
family, the parents' own age and changing interests, their
desire for additional children, changes in their philosophy
of discipline, and many other factors. Of three children, the
first aggressive, the second dependent, and the third having
emotional difficulties and unco-operative habits, the first,
according to Hattwick's results,2 is likely to have received
too little attention; the second, too much; and the third, to
have come from a home characterized by tensions and con-
flicts. The parental attitudes that seem to have the most
unfavorable effects on the personality development of chil-
dren are rejection and overprotection of the child. A child
may be unwanted because he came at an inopportune time,
because he is not of the desired sex, because he does not
fit into the family pattern, as in the case of a dull child
in a gifted family or a phlegmatic child with an energetic
parent. This underlying rejection of the child may be ex-
pressed in oversolicitude, overattention, or nagging. Over-
protection may result from the recognition of the real
hazards of modern life, from the previous loss of children,
from ambition on the part of the parents, or from their
effort to have the child satisfy serious emotional lacks in
their own lives. Even though these parental attitudes-are
not expressed verbally, they may be transmitted to preschool
children in subtle ways.
NAGGING
It isn't only parents and teachers who nag. Some pre-
school children become adept at nagging their parents for
things they want. Such behavior is, of course, encouraged
2fierta Weiss Hattwick, "Interrelations between the Preschool Child's Be-
havior and Certain Factors in the Home," Child Development, VII (Septem-
ber, 1936), 200-226.